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the combat in the streets became more and more embittered
and sanguinary. At 5 p.m. the church and cemetery were
carried by storm, Barclay being severely wounded in the
gallant defence which he made there. Vivier had previously
succeeded in getting into the cemetery, but had been forced
out by a counter-attack. He now established himself in the
church and cemetery, where his brigade spent the night sur-
rounded by the dead and dying victims of the fearful struggle.*
Bagration was preparing to evacuate the rest of the village,
when Somow, with the 4th division, was sent forward from
the main position beyond, to retake Eylau at any cost. Led
by Bagration on foot, the division advanced to the attack
in 3 columns. They had much to endure from the French
infantry fire, and from the guns which swept the streets with
grape. By 6 o'clock, nevertheless, they had succeeded in
recapturing the village. Then came a sudden change. At
6.30, Bennigsen withdrew the 4th division again to the eastern
heights, covering its retirement with the Archangel regiment
of infantry in line of skirmishers, and with two battalions
advanced, on its right, to the saw-mill. Barclay drew off to
the left of Bagavout at Serpallen; and Eylau, once more
evacuated, was quietly reoccupied by the French by 7 p.m.f

The firing on both sides died fitfully away as the Russians
reached their station on the uneven edge of the valley. No
attempt to follow them was made, but, presently, Napoleon
moved Legrand's division just beyond Eylau, into the
space between the Koenigsberg and the Friedland roads.
SchtnTier's brigade was in the houses near the church;
Ferey's held the left of the village.

From the church height towards Eothenen, St. Hilaire's
division bivouacked in the open. Beyond him, on the
extreme right, Milhaud's cavalry occupied the ground in

* Soult's report, Arch. Hist.

t Dumas fixes the final occupation of Eylau so late as 10 p.m. (xvih. 8).
Wilson says that at the commencement of the French advance on Eylau the
village was evacuated by the Russians, owing to some misapprehension of orders
( Wilson, p. 96), (Vide supra, p. 165, note.)